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estimates it needs to provide safe and efficient
access for visitors. My legislation would dou-
ble the annual funding to accelerate the retire-
ment of the growing road repair backlog now
estimated at $4.9 billion.

The poor state of park roads is not caused
by insufficient funding alone. Under current
law, Federal highway funds can be used for
reconstruction and rehabilitation, but not for
regular maintenance that would help extend
the life of the roadway and preserve tax-
payers’ investment. Consequently, mainte-
nance of roads and bridges is deferred until
they have deteriorated to the point where they
qualify for major rehabilitation or reconstruc-
tion, at far greater expense. Visitors are put at
risk when they try to drive around potholes
that pock our park roads. My legislation would
make regular maintenance of park roads eligi-
ble for federal highway funding.

As our national parks become increasingly
crowded, alternative transportation systems
are being relied upon to a much greater extent
to help move visitors around. Unfortunately,
that program is also severely underfunded. A
third major focus of my bill would raise the an-
nual funding level for the Federal public lands
transit program from the current $24 million to
$100 million, with 60 percent of it being tar-
geted for qualified projects in national parks.

Visitors from throughout our country and
around the world are discovering the natural,
cultural, and historic wonders that are em-
bodied in our national parks. Their experience
should not be diminished, and their safety cer-
tainly should not be placed at risk, while they
visit our national parks. | urge you to join me
in sponsoring this legislation to improve visitor
safety and enjoyment of our parks through im-
proved maintenance and management of its
transportation systems.

SUPPORTING A NEGOTIATED SO-
LUTION TO THE ISRAELI-PALES-
TINIAN CONFLICT

SPEECH OF

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise as a co-
sponsor and strong supporter of H. Res. 1765
because this resolution affirms the imperative
for a negotiated solution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict. Palestinian efforts to pursue
declarations or recognitions of statehood out-
side of the peace process are unacceptable.
This threatens compromise and a peaceful so-
lution.

| thank Chairman BERMAN for offering this
important resolution and my colleagues in the
House for calling on Palestinian leaders to
cease all efforts at circumventing the negotia-
tion process. Only through this direct Israel-
Palestinian dialogue can we move forward to
compromise and lasting peace. Unilateral dec-
larations do not support this process, but rath-
er threaten peace and deepen conflicts.

It is time to focus on the Israeli-Palestinian
peace process. Any attempts to bypass nego-
tiations threaten the security and survival of
the State of Israel, and the creation of a viable
and democratic Palestinian state.

| firmly believe that a lasting compromise
can be reached through direct negotiations
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and compromise. That is the way forward for
Israelis, Palestinians, and the United States.
Secretary of State Clinton had it right when
she noted that “it is only a negotiated agree-
ment between the parties that will be sustain-
able.”

That is why | strongly oppose any Pales-
tinian efforts to unilaterally declare statehood
and abandon efforts for a negotiated two-state
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Today, | am pleased that there is bipartisan
agreement that the House of Representatives
must do everything in our power to reaffirm
the need for a peace process and to move
these talks forward toward a lasting solution.

CONGRATULATING MIDWAY USA

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, | ask
my colleagues to join me in congratulating
MidwayUSA for receiving the prestigious Mal-
colm Baldrige National Quality Award. Earlier
this week representatives from MidwayUSA
traveled to Washington, DC, to accept the
award.

MidwayUSA is a family-owned, catalog/
Internet-based retail merchant that offers
shooting, reloading, gunsmithing, and hunting
products. Retail customers represent 90 per-
cent of the firm’s total business at its two Co-
lumbia, Missouri locations, with dealers and
international customers making up the remain-
ing 10 percent. More than 95,000 different
products from more than 700 vendors are dis-
tributed by the company, which employs 243
full-time and 100 part-time workers.

Named after Malcolm Baldrige, the 26th
Secretary of Commerce, the Baldrige Award
was established by Congress in 1987 to en-
hance the competitiveness and performance
of U.S. businesses. The award promotes ex-
cellence in organizational performance, recog-
nizes the achievements and results of U.S. or-
ganizations, and publicizes successful per-
formance strategies. The award recipients
were selected from a field of 70 applicants. All
of the applicants were evaluated rigorously by
an independent board of examiners in seven
areas: leadership; strategic planning; customer
focus; measurement, analysis and knowledge
management; workforce focus; process man-
agement; and results. The evaluation process
for each of the recipients included about 1,000
hours of review and an on-site visit by a team
of examiners to clarify questions and verify in-
formation in the applications. Since 1988, 80
organizations have received Baldrige Awards.
| am extremely proud that MidwayUSA has
joined this exclusive list.

Small businesses create jobs and spur eco-
nomic growth, and | am extremely proud that
Columbia’s MidwayUSA has been recognized
for productivity and quality at a time when our
economy is struggling. This kind of success is
yet another example of the key role that Mis-
souri’s small businesses play in the state and
national economies.

| would like to take this time to commend
MidwayUSA for all their hard work, and | ask
that my colleagues join me in recognizing
MidwayUSA for a job well done.

December 18, 2010

IN HONOR OF KURT CZARNOWSKI
FOR HIS 34 YEARS OF DEDI-
CATED PUBLIC SERVICE WITH
THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINIS-
TRATION

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Kurt Czarnowski in recognition of his
34 years of dedicated public service with the
Social Security Administration.

Kurt was raised in the town of Weston, Mas-
sachusetts, by his proud parents Edward and
Alisca Czarnowski and for the past 27 years,
he has lived in Norfolk, Massachusetts, with
his wife Anne, their daughter Amy, and son
Brian.

Kurt graduated from Hamilton College earn-
ing a B.A. degree and then worked as a sub-
stitute teacher while pursuing his education,
earning a Master’'s degree in Public Adminis-
tration at Northeastern University.

Kurt began his Social Security Administra-
tion career in 1976 as a Claims Representa-
tive in Framingham, Massachusetts. He was
selected for the agency’s Management Intern
Program in 1979 and subsequently worked his
way through the management ranks, serving
as Programs Analyst, District Manager, Dep-
uty Assistant Regional Commissioner, and
Area Director. After holding a number of key
positions in the area of public relations, Kurt
became the Regional Communications Direc-
tor in May 2000.

When reflecting on a lifetime of good works,
Kurt counts as his greatest achievements his
38 years of marriage to his wife Anne and
raising their two children, Amy and Brian, as
well as his 34 years of public service with the
Social Security Administration.

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to
take to the floor of the House today to join
with his family, friends and contemporaries to
thank Kurt Czarnowski for his dedicated serv-
ice to the United States of America. | urge my
colleagues to join me in recognizing Kurt
Czarnowski for his dedicated public service.

——

HONORING THE SERVICE AND
DEDICATION OF JULIE EUBANK

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Julie
Eubank for her contributions to the Sixth Con-
gressional District of Tennessee. As any mem-
ber of Congress knows, our legislative
achievements and successful constituent serv-
ices programs would not be possible without a
cadre of great staff working behind the
scenes. Throughout my time in Congress, |
have been fortunate to have many bright, able
staff members with an interest in serving their
country by working in this body. Today | would
like to single out Julie Eubank, my Chief of
Staff in Washington.

Julie attended high school in Smyrna and
attended my alma mater, Middle Tennessee
State University. She graduated with a degree
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